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Piwakawaka Team (Years 0-2)            



Going to School 

This booklet is designed to assist parents/caregivers who will be sending their 
child to our school. This information is based on our experience. We hope you 
find it useful. 
 

The Family 

Preschool years and experiences should provide your child with: 

 Acceptance and the assurance of being loved at home and within the 

family. 

 Stimulating experiences that involve the opportunity to try new skills. 

 Opportunities for plenty of exercise- keeping your child active and fit. 

 Opportunities to mix with and be in the control of other adults (your 

child should expect consistency and patience). 

 Opportunities to mix with and develop friendships with other children. 

 Opportunities to be talked to and read to. Discussions, conversations 

and explanations. They should be encouraged to ask questions. 

 Independence: Opportunities to discover they can do things by 

themselves; make decisions and be responsible for the consequences. 

 Opportunities to be praised for good efforts as they meet expectations. 

 

Home-School Partnership 

You can help by: 

 Having a positive attitude and making positive comments about school 

and teachers. 

 Making sure the significance of going to school is not overstated. 

(School is normal in everyone’s life. Don’t create unrealistic 

expectations). Expect that school will be a positive experience. 

 Telling your child that school will be a bit different to kindy/playcentre. 

Eg; Lots of children; sometimes a bell will ring; everyone does things 

together and helps one another. 

 Getting to know the layout of the school. 

 Coming to school functions and events. 

 Visiting the playground/school in the weekends (walk around and 

explore) 

 Making an appointment to enrol your child 6-8 weeks in advance and 

be shown officially around the school. 



 Enrolment involves a meeting with the Principal and a tour of the 

school. It is a good idea for your child to attend this meeting.  

 

School visits are held on Wednesdays. The first two until 11:00 a.m and the 

final one until lunch-time (12.50pm). 

 

Helpful Skills for Your Child 

 Write their name or at least recognise it (Lower case letters please) 

 Use pencils, crayons and scissors 

 Able to put on clothing: (swimming gear and wet weather clothing), tie 

shoe laces (if that is too difficult, buy shoes that fasten easily) 

 Ability to look after themselves: blow their nose, go to the toilet, get dry 

after swimming. 

 Develop a responsibility for tidying up and picking up their clothes. 

Please have their clothes named. 

 Ability to sit and concentrate on a task, whether it be listening, puzzles, 

Lego (active problem solving, not just passive screen watching) 

 Ability to complete a task. To start something and work through a 

situation until it is completed. 

 

Information for New Parents 

Our School Values are Respect, Nurture, Learning and Personal Best. 

 

School and class times 

The school day begins at 8:55am and children do settle better if they are early 

enough to organise themselves and have a little play. The classroom will be 

open to students from 8:30am; we recommend 8:45am as a good time to 

arrive at school. 

The children take home their book bag each night. When returning to class in 

the morning, please ask your child to put their book bag in the appropriate box 

and to hang up their bag by themselves. Routines and independence are very 

important at this level. 

Home time is at 3:00pm. The end of the day is a busy time in a New Entrant 

classroom. It is most helpful if parents wait to collect their children outside the 

classroom. This allows the children to organise themselves for home time, 

again encouraging independence. 

 

 

 

 



Bell Times 

8:55am            School begins 

11:00- 11:30am Morning Tea 

12:50- 1:40pm Lunch Break 

3:00pm           Home Time 

 

Morning Tea and Lunch 

We encourage healthy lunches/morning teas, with lots of fresh fruit, 

vegetables and water. Teachers are on duty at lunchtime and they will 

encourage the children to eat all or most of the food in their lunch box. Please 

do not pack too much food in your child’s lunch box as children can miss out 

on a lot of their playtime. Sandwiches, a piece of fruit and/or vegetable and 

maybe a treat of some sort (biscuit, chips or muesli bar) for lunch should be 

sufficient. 

 

Sausage Sizzle 

Children can bring money for a sausage or hot dog for lunch on a Friday. Ice-

blocks and juice boxes are also available. This is run by the PTA as a school 

fundraiser. 

 

Sunhats 

In terms one and four, wide-brimmed sunhats are compulsory for outside play.  

House coloured hats can be purchased from the school office for $10.00. It is 

recommended these be kept at school. 

 

Swimming 

Your child’s teacher will let you know of your swimming days. Swimming is 

part of the NZ curriculum and your child will be expected to swim unless they 

have a note from home advising otherwise. These lessons range from 

developing water confidence to basic swimming skills depending on ability. 

Our school pool has a very shallow end and your child will not be taken out of 

their depth. We also support children attending swimming lessons outside of 

school time. Please ensure your child has a named towel and togs that they 

can get into independently, a plastic bag for the wet togs, and clothes that 

they can get changed into, independently.  

 

Assemblies 

Full School Assembly 

These are currently on Friday mornings, in the school hall at 9am. Each class 

has a turn leading these to encourage public speaking skills; they may 

present an item or show some current learning. Announcements and 

celebrations of current events around the school are made here. 



 This is a great time to catch up on what is happening in the life of the school 

and parents are welcome to attend.  

Class awards are given out at this time. These are recognition of 

achievements and/or values displayed by the children. If the school has your 

mobile number, you will receive a text informing you when your child is about 

to receive one. 

 House Cards are given to the children by teachers throughout the 

week, for displaying good school values and learning. These are collated and 

acknowledged in Friday Assemblies. A house card is randomly selected from 

the bucket (kept at the office) the child selected can then choose one of four 

charities for the school to make a donation towards. 

Junior Syndicate Assembly 

These are currently fortnightly on a Friday afternoon. These are a simple 

sharing time for us to connect as the Junior school. 

Certificates are presented here for the four school values. 

 

Library 

The children are allowed to choose two Library books to take home, which are 

issued for up to two weeks. Both books must be returned in order for your 

child to issue new books. Your child’s teacher will inform you of their Library 

day. 

 

Music 

We are fortunate at Taupaki School to have the expertise of a specialist music 

teacher. Each class attends once a week. 

 

Parent Help 

We enjoy and appreciate having parent helpers in the classroom, however it 

is usually wise to wait 3-4 weeks after your child has first started school, this 

allows them time to settle and find their own place in the class. Parent help is 

such a valuable resource as it allows more one-to-one time with an adult to 

consolidate learning. Please let us know if you are able to spare some time 

and place your name on the class roster.  

 

Home Learning: 

A Junior reader is to be read to an adult every night and written and signed in 

their reading notebook. Children have alphabet sounds and basic sight words 

to practice. 

 

Communication 

The Link is the school Newsletter that comes out every Friday, via 

email. This is a great source of information and upcoming dates. 

Class newsletters come home every Monday with reminders and upcoming 

events specific to your class. 



   

If your child is unwell or unable to attend school for any reason, please txt 

3255 enter your child’s full name followed by the reason e.g. John Smith, 

dentist. Or contact the school office ph: 810 9855  

 

Reporting to Parents 

There will be an occasion to ‘Meet the Teacher’ early in the year. 

These are a great opportunity to socialise with other parents and chat with 

your child class teacher. 

Throughout the year, there will also be school reports, goal setting and 

student-led conferences to inform you of your child’s learning. 

  

Toys in School 

Please keep toys at home. It can cause heartache and frustration when toys 

are lost, taken or broken at school. It is also distracting for the child and 

others’ learning. 

 

Lost Property 

Please name your child’s clothing, lunch box and drink bottle. Encourage your 

child to look after his or her belongings themselves as this promotes 

independence. The School ‘Lost Property’ is currently in the Caretakers shed, 

by the field and is open before school every morning. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to ask if you have any questions – but please be mindful 

that the start of the day is very busy as teachers are settling children into the 

day. It is best to see us well before school begins or at the end of the day; 

Tuesdays and Thursdays are meeting days for staff and we need to leave by 

3:15. If it is confidential or requires a length of time, teachers are happy to 

make an appointment.  

 

We know you will have an amazing time being part of this fantastic school 

community. We look forward to a fantastic year with you and your child, 

learning, laughing and inspiring each other.  

 

The Junior Team 

Melissa (Team Leader), Kenda, Shannon and Ashley 

 


