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Whanau and Student Consultation 



 

 

Whānau Consultation 2018 
This took place on Wednesday 5 September, 2018 Three parents were at the 
meeting with a further parent contributing to the survey at a later time. 
We have fourteen families who have Māori heritage and twenty three students. All 
parents were emailed and phoned about the consultation. 
 

The hui comprised three parts; 
• The first being a presentation of what we had done since the last hui and the 

results of the student meeting. Parents were interested to see what their 
students thought. 

• The second was the discussion amongst parents when the Principal and 
Deputy had left the room, where they graded on the likert scale. 

• The final part consisted of an open discussion where we brainstormed ways 
that they could help as well as ideas to include the community. 

Work so Far 

We have made significant effort in terms of tikanga and te Reo in response to the 
2016 consultation and the next steps that we outlined as a result of this. Employing a 
part time teacher Barry Backhouse Smith to deliver te reo and lead kapa haka has 
given us the support and confidence we needed to give students. 
 

A friends of te Reo spreadsheet has also been set up to keep track of students, 
parents, affiliations, people resources that we can call upon, those taking the 
wananga tikanga course, and those parents who are supportive of te reo (even if not 
Maori). The aim of this spreadsheet is to provide a sustainable database to refer to 
when holding events or seeking support/ information. 

Te Reo  and Tikanga 

We have te Reo taught across the school, have started kapa haka and have twelve 
staff and community members enrolled in a Te Wananga o Aotearoa tikanga course. 
Staff meetings also now begin with a karakia and waiata.  
 

Kapa Haka 

This happens on Thursdays with a dedicated group of students from across the 
school. We would like to take time out of the school day rather than just across a 
lunchtime, but Matua Barry is not available for this. This is something to work on for 
next year, as it places value on kapa haka as a learning programme. 
 

Parent Response 

Parents were impressed with the progress and we have had an offer from one of the 
fathers to teach the boys a haka for Mr. Booth’s farewell. Another said that they had 
a ‘ koro’ who was an expert in tikanga and might be able to lead a workshop. 
One father was impressed that his daughter had opted to take te Reo at high school. 
During the open discussion a hangi was suggested as a way to bring people 
together as well as enjoying a traditional Māori kai. 



 
 
While parents completed and discussed the survey questions, the Principal and the 
Deputy Principal left the room so that they could discuss freely. 
Questions are based on Tataiako, teacher cultural competencies. Parents were 
asked to place a tick on the continuum (likert scale) from 1-9. One being strongly 
disagree and 9 being strongly agree. 
 

The results below show the average score for 2016 compared with 2019 

(refer 2016 hui notes) 
 

Manaakitanga (Respect and Caring) 
 

Being Māori is valued at Taupaki School 
 

1 2 3  4 

(2016) 
5 6 7 8 

(2018) 
9 

 

We encourage te Reo at taupaki school 
 

1 2 3  4 

(2016) 
5 6 7 8 

(2018) 
9 

 

Tangata Whenuatanga (affirming Māori learners as Māori) 
 

We include enough Māori language and culture in our curriculum 

 

1 2 3 

(2016) 
4 5 6 7 8 

(2018) 
9 

 

 

Wananga (meet, discuss, participation) 
 

You are informed about what your children are doing at school. 
 

1 2 3  4 5 6 

 

(2016) 

7 8 

(2018) 
9 

 

You have expertise we can use for the benefit of our Māori learners 

 

1 2 3  4 5 6 7 

(2018) 
8  9 

(2016) 

 

Whanaungatanga (relationships) 
Relationships are good, even when there have been concerns 

 

1 2 3  4 5 6 7 
(2016) 

8 
(2018) 

9 

https://educationcouncil.org.nz/required/Tataiako.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r4d9RluiOrsH9sr2LN63EEJgoyiFyjOvuF2jyse847M/edit?usp=sharing


 
 
 
 

I know my child’s teacher and they know me 

 

1 2 3  4 5 6 7 8 

(2018) 
9 

(2016) 

 

Ako (learning) 
 

You know what your children are learning and how you can help at home 

 

1 2 3  4 5 

(2016) 
6 7 

(2018) 
8  9 

Discussion of Findings 

Generally there is a positive trend reflecting our school’s effort to honour 
commitment to the Treaty of Waitangi. Most question responses reflected the effort 
that has gone into showing that we value Māori culture and Te Reo. 
One question showed a reversal in the general trend- “I know my child’s teacher and 
they know me.” One of the parents was very new to the school and another parent 
said that because of work she could hardly ever get in to see the teacher. These 
comments are reflected in the results. 

Next steps- Incorporating student and parent findings. 

 

• To build pride in students of their Māori culture (refer student survey) 
• To maintain commitment and funding to provide te Reo and kapa haka for all 

students  

 

Māori Student Consultation 

Monday 3 September 2018 

14 students attended (Y3-8) 

Survey Results 

Suggestions from students about next steps: 
More Māori art, do some carvings, a cultural day, karakia at the beginning of the day, 
school trip.? 

 

Although this data was not collected at the last consultation (will be in the future) , 
students suggested in the 2016 survey that they would like to see more te reo 
spoken. In the 2018 survey they seem to be a lot more confident, possibly as a result 
of regular te reo lessons. 
 

There was a ‘spread’ in the scale for Māori culture being valued at Taupaki School. 
Although anecdotal, there is some evidence to support this. We have Māori students 
who do not want to be involved in Kapa haka and who do not actively participate in 
te reo and some students who do not know or understand tikanga. It is hoped that  



 
 
 
the eight teachers who are undertaking the tikanga course in 2019 will be able to 
help with this . 
 

Results of student survey below. 
Students had a five point likert scale.  
 

 
I know some te Reo 

 
I know my marae and iwi 

 
My teacher knows my family (two students were very 

new to the school) 

 
My culture is valued at Taupaki School 

 
 

I feel supported to reach my goals 

 

 
 
I know my next steps in reading 



 
I know my next steps in writing   

 

 
I know my next steps in maths 

 

Whanau Map 
As part of this consultation, students were shown a map of New Zealand and found 
the geographical location of their iwi. There was much excitement about this and 
discussion in their homes that evening (one student came rushing out the next 
morning with information from his dad and other parents reported on this in the 
whanau consultation). They were also given information about their iwi to take home 
and share. Some students were able to talk about tangihanga that they had been to 
and protocols around this, while others were not sure of their iwi, but were going 
home to find out more. 
 

Our next steps as a school (based on this survey) are to build in the pride of our 
Māori students in their culture. 
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