
Taupaki School ICT Policy 
 

Taupaki School uses instructional technology as one way in which to enhance student 
learning to enable them to become responsible and informed citizens of the global 
community. Students learn through using collaboration, communication, creativity and critical 
thinking skills. Taupaki School believes that by allowing personal devices to be brought to 
school these skills will be further enhanced. 

Students will be permitted to bring their own browsers (B.Y.O.B) as long as their parents 
have read and signed the Acceptable Use Policy for using all ICT in the school as well as an 
additional policy for individual devices. Taupaki School is device agnostic as we do not 
prescribe the device type or operating system. 

 

Taupaki School strives to provide appropriate and adequate instructional technology. The 
use of students’ own devices is optional. Students who do not bring their own devices will 
not be penalised and where possible alternative access will be found for them. 

An important component of B.Y.O.B will be education about appropriate online 
behaviours.  We will review cyber-safety rules with students frequently throughout the course 
of the school year and will offer reminders and reinforcement about safe online 
behaviours.  In addition to the rules outlined in these guidelines, students will be expected to 
comply with all class and school rules while using personal devices.   

Taupaki School acknowledges that any device that can access the internet is acceptable, 
but reserves the right to ask for devices the ICT manager determines to be unsuitable to be 
returned home. In general acceptable devices are laptops, tablets, iPads (no sim), iPod 
touches, mobile phones with sim cards removed. 

Guidelines: 

• Students and parents/guardians participating in B.Y.O.B. must adhere to the  
Acceptable Use Policy and the Device agreement that they have signed. 

• Each teacher has the discretion to allow and regulate the use of personal devices in 
the classroom and on specific projects. 

• Devices may not be used for non-instructional purposes (such as making personal 
phone calls and text messaging). 

• Students may not use devices to record, transmit, or post photographic images or 
video of a person or persons  during school hours or during school activities, unless 
otherwise allowed by a teacher. 

• Devices may only be used to access computer files on internet sites which are 
relevant to the classroom curriculum 

  

 



 

Students and Parents/Guardians acknowledge that: 

• The school’s network filters will be applied to a device’s connection to the internet and 
any attempt to bypass the network filters is prohibited. 

• Students are prohibited from. 
• Bringing a device on premises that infects the network with a virus, Trojan, or 

program designed to damage, alter, destroy, or provide access to 
unauthorized data or information. 

• Processing or accessing information on school property related to “hacking.” 
Altering or bypassing network security policies. 

• Taupaki School is authorized to collect and examine any device that is suspected of 
causing technology problems or was the source of an attack or virus infection Students 
and parents should be aware that devices are subject to search by school 
administrators if the device is suspected of a violation of the student code of conduct.  If 
the device is locked or password protected the student will be required to unlock the 
device at the request of a school administrator. 

• Personal devices must be charged prior to school and run on battery power while at 
school.  

Lost, Stolen, or Damaged Devices: 

• Each user is responsible for his/her own device and should use it responsibly and 
appropriately.  Taupaki School takes no responsibility for stolen, lost, or damaged 
devices, including lost or corrupted data on those devices.  While school employees will 
help students identify how to keep personal devices secure, students will have the final 
responsibility for securing their personal devices.  Please check with your homeowner’s 
policy regarding coverage of personal electronic devices, as many insurance policies can 
cover loss or damage. 
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